
 
 

Tuesday, July 21, 2026 
 

Council OK’s Temporary Contract Extension with Humane Society 
 

Council members voted Monday evening to approve a three-month extension of a contract with 
the Boone Area Humane Society to capture, transport and care for stray animals as the city and 
organization attempt to resolve an ongoing difference about a requested budget increase. 
 

The council has grappled with the animal control contract for several months after the humane 
society requested an 8% increase to offset rising costs and an existing gap in the per-animal 
payment and cost.  
 

On June 1, BAHS board president Kim Adams presented a request for an 8% increase to the 
$93,695 animal welfare services contract with the city. After discussion, the council voted 
unanimously to approve a 2% increase. Adams presented a counterproposal during the council’s 
June 15 meeting to accept the 2% increase paired with a modifying the on-call service hours, 
from 24/7 coverage to Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. The proposal meant the Boone Police Department would need to handle any after hour 
calls. 
 

City administrator Ondrea Elmquist stated she proposed compensating BAHS $75.00 per call for 
after hour call-outs.  After discussion, Councilman At-large Kyle Angstrom moved and Third Ward 
Councilwoman Lisa Kahookele seconded to offer the original BAHS request of 8% increase to the 
animal welfare contract while maintaining the current 24/7 on-call coverage. That motion was 
approved on a 4-3 vote with At-large Councilwoman Linda Williamson and Fifth Ward Councilman 
Kole Hilsabeck joining the majority and First Ward Councilman Jordan Hammer, Second Ward 
Councilman Cory Henson and Fourth Ward Councilman Terry Moorman voting no.   
  

At the July 6 council meeting, the humane society returned with a proposal to remove healthy, 
contained animals and stray animals running at large from being classified as emergencies.  The 
Council also discussed the proposed 8% increase and expressed concerns about what would 
prevent similar annual increase requests in the future.  A resolution to execute the agreement with 
an 8% increase and revised emergency classifications. Angstrom was absent and the resolution 
failed on a 3-3 tie. 
 

Speaking at last night’s meeting, Adams said, “We just want to remind you that it cost us $570 
per animal for the city and for the number of animals we take in, that’s a cost of about $201,000. 
Under the current contract, the city pays $265 per animal. That's a funding gap of $305 per animal 
– roughly $107,000 each year that we absorb.” 
 

A majority of council members made it clear they favored a three-year contract that included an 
8% increase this year and 2% increases each of the next two years and would continue the BAHS 
role of responding to after-hours calls. Citing recent state legislation that limits future annual 
municipal budget increases to 2%, they also sought assurances that the BAHS would not request 
a larger increase next year. Adams said the proposal was unacceptable to the BAHS. 
 

Ultimately, the council approved a suggestion by Mayor Dave Casotti to extend the current 
contract until Oct. 1 while city officials and the BAHS meet to negotiate a solution. A work session 
is being scheduled at the earliest convenience for all parties to continue the discussion. 
 

The council received upbeat reports from Brenda Dryer, senior vice president of the Ames 
Regional Economic Alliance, and Holly Stecker, executive director of Downtown Boone. 
 



Noting that the local unemployment rate is 2.5%, she continued, “Story County has been one of 
the lowest unemployment rates in the entire state and actually the entire country forever; and 
since the first of the year Boone has been lower than Story County. The efforts of the private 
sector and certainly this council are paying off in terms of getting your people employed.” 
 

Dryer hailed Boone’s designation as one of four Iowa Thriving Communities for 2027-2028 – an 
announcement that was made last week. Noting that the six people who served on the committee 
– including Elmquist and private developers – were strategically selected to share the most 
persuasive story about the city’s efforts to improve and add to its housing stock. 
 

She also reported that the Page Flats development, which includes 28 new market-rate rental 
units, will open in November. “If you haven't had a chance, drive by it. It’s looking great,” she said. 
 

Stecker said the first half of 2026 has “has really been marked by a lot of growth, a lot of continued 
collaboration and investment in downtown Boone, from the new businesses and building 
improvements to expanded events and community,. We're seeing the positive results of strong 
partnerships and an engaged community.” 
 

The results include five new business starts, the creation of 20 new jobs – seven full-time and 13 
part-time – four building projects, nearly $295,000 in private investment, and 650 volunteer hours 
on projects in the downtown district. 
 

In other business, the council: 
 

• Set 6:00 p.m. Aug. 3 at City Hall for the time, date and place for a public hearing for the 
consideration of adopting plans, specifications, form of contract, and estimate of cost for 
the industrial park water tower; and set 6:00 p.m. Sept. 8 at City Hall for public hearings 
to review applications for State Revolving Fund loans for water and wastewater 
expansions and to make available to the public the contents of an environmental 
information document and the city’s project plan. The resolution setting the public hearing 
states the “need to construct a new transmission main on the north side of the community 
to ensure the city is able to transport high quality water to residents and businesses 
throughout the community” and the grant application requires the city to hold a public 
hearing “to allow citizens the opportunity to  be heard and provide comments on the 
submission of a grant application.” 
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