Wednesday, June 17, 2026

Ericson Library Staff Among City Departments Preparing for RAGBRAI

Like other city departments, the Ericson Public Library staff is preparing for the July 21 overnight
stay of thousands of participants on the 53 RAGBRAI, an annual bicycle ride across the state.

“We will be open for our normal operating hours, but we also have a couple of special updates,”
director Jamie Williams said in her monthly report to city council members. “In the event of storms
or inclement weather, the library will be available as a temporary shelter during the day.”

She added, “We are also hosting the outdoor piano! It'll be located on the west side of the building,
so feel free to stop by and play a song or two.”

Williams’ report provided updates on a number of other activities. She said the library is
transitioning to a new, updated website. It will operate independently from the city’s platform but
will also be structured as an "add-on micro-site” to the city’s website.

The library’s Summer Reading Carnival was a “tremendous success,” drawing 1,400 attendees
and featuring more than 40 participating organizations that provided interactive booths and
resources. Williams extended a special thank you to city maintenance technician Mike Slight,
whose timely assistance was instrumental in setting up the lowa Department of Natural
Resources semi-trailer.

She added, “While the Scooter’s booth proved to be a crowd favorite with its popular donuts and
lemonade, every participating organization made a meaningful difference. We are deeply grateful
to our community partners and all the attendees who came out to support the event and spark
excitement for our summer reading program.”

Williams also provided an update about the library grounds, noting the trees on the library’s north
side were removed, providing a “much cleaner and more open area” thanks to the Boone Parks
Department’s efforts. Due to the library’s busy summer scheduling schedule, the next phase of
the landscaping project is expected to be deferred until fall.

The library received $6,402 from the Friends of the Ericson Public Library in May for an ongoing
project to digitize printed materials as well as to support hotspot service and purchase books for
the Little Cubs reading program. In collaboration with that contribution, the library will receive
$5,000 from United Way for the digitization project. The library also received $222 from the Boone
Lions Club for the Little Cubs program, and $183.20 from desk donations last month.

The library’s May materials circulation was 11,202 items, computer usage was 486, Wi-Fi usage
totaled 1,026 sessions, and there were 2,435 online visits to the library website.
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