Friday, June 5, 2026
Council Begins Process to Amend Southeast Boone Urban Renewal Plan

During the city council’s first regular meeting of the month, members set in motion the process to
amend to the Southeast Boone Urban Renewal Plan, which will require several steps in this month
and next to complete.

Council members approved a resolution to move forward with a proposed amendment to remove
several parcels currently included in the existing plan and a second resolution to create proposed
East Central Housing Urban Renewal Plan.

The amendment to remove some parcels “makes no change to the general scope of the urban
renewal activities under consideration in the Southeast Boone Urban Renewal Plan, which
remains the promotion of economic development and the rehabilitation and redevelopment of
land, buildings and other improvements within such area through the elimination and containment
of conditions of blight so as to improve the community through the establishment of effective land
use controls, through use of an effective program of rehabilitation of existing buildings and
elimination of those structures which cannot be economically rehabilitated,” the resolution states.

Meanwhile, the second resolution notes the housing urban renewal plan goal is to “stimulate,
through public involvement and commitment, private investment in residential development in the
urban renewal area through various public purpose and special financing activities outlined in the
plan.”

It continues, “To accomplish the objectives of the plan, and to encourage the further economic
development of the urban renewal area, the plan provides that such special financing activities
may include, but not be limited to, the making of loans or grants of public funds to private entities
under Chapter 15A, Code of lowa. The city also may reimburse or directly undertake the
installation, construction and reconstruction of substantial public improvements, including, but not
limited to, street, water, sanitary sewer, storm sewer or other public improvements. The city also
may acquire and make land available for development or redevelopment by private enterprise as
authorized by law. The plan provides that the city may issue bonds or use available funds for
purposes allowed by the plan and that tax increment reimbursement of the costs of urban renewal
projects may be sought if and to the extent incurred by the city. The plan initially proposes no
specific public infrastructure or site improvements to be undertaken by the city and provides that
the plan may be amended from time to time.”

During the next step, city officials will hold a consultation beginning at 8:30 a.m. next Wednesday
at City Hall with all affected taxing entities. The consultation may include a discussion of the
estimated growth in valuation of taxable property included in the urban renewal area; the fiscal
impact of the division of revenue on the affected taxing entities; the estimated impact on the
provision of services by each of the affected taxing entities in the urban renewal area; and the
duration of any bond issuance included in the amendment.

The council will hold a public hearing at 6:00 p.m., Monday July 6, at City Hall to consider approval
of the proposed amendment and the proposed housing urban renewal plan.

Council members approved a three-year 28E agreement beginning July 1 between the city and
the Boone Community School District to partner in a School Resource Officer (SRO) program to
“build positive relationships between the Boone Police Department, city government school staff,
students and parents as well as to enhance the educational programs of the school in areas of
safety, drug and alcohol awareness, and crime prevention.”



The school district agrees to pay the city for 180 days of service each school year with an increase
of 1.5% annually. The total annual contract sum shall not exceed $62,000 in fiscal year 2026-27,
$62,930 in FY 2027-2028, and $63,874 in FY 2028-2029.

The council approved the bid proposal from R.H. Grabau Construction, Inc., in the amount of
$92,450 to reconstruct the Community Green Space stage, which was damaged by a storm last
year. City administrator Ondrea Elmquist reported during the May 18 meeting that she and Public
Works Director/Project Manager Waylon Andrews have worked with an engineering firm on a
structurally designed blueprint. The new stage, which will include metal framing and braces, will
be a stronger structure.

Fourth Ward Councilman Terry Moorman said panels from the damaged stage were salvaged and
will be used during the reconstruction to reduce costs. The project will be funded with a $39,500
insurance settlement on the damaged stage and the balance from local option sales taxes,
Elmquist said.

The council also:

¢ reappointed Terry Moorman and Ondrea Elmquist to Boone Economic Growth as primary
and ex-officio, respectively, for three-year terms, expiring June 30, 2029.

e approved a 4% salary increase for all full-time non-union, department heads, the city
administrator, and part-time employees effective July 1.

e set a public hearing for 6:00 p.m. July 6 to review an application for a State Revolving
Fund loan and to make available to the public the contents of an environmental information
document and the city’s project plan.

e passed a 2% budget increase for the Boone Area Humane Society. The society sought an
8% increase, citing rising costs and the intake of 688 animals last year. Moorman pointed
to the state’s recently imposed 2% budget growth cap on cities as the reason to limit the
increase to 2%, which was approved unanimously.

e Approved a resolution in support of a Workforce Housing Tax Credit Incentive application
for submission to the lowa Economic Development Authority for a housing project by
Seymour Properties, LLC.
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